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mortality” against the haunting landscape of Cape Breton Island. In a voice at once elegiac and life-affirming, MacLeod
describes a vital present inhabited by the unquiet spirits of a Highland past, invoking memory and myth to celebrate
the continuity of the generations even in the midst of unremitting change. His second collection, As Birds Bring Forth
the Sun and Other Stories confirms MacLeod’s international reputation as a storyteller of rare talent and inspiration.
Night Waking Sarah Moss 2011-02-03 Historian Anna Bennett has a book to write. She also has an insomniac toddler, a
precocious, death-obsessed seven-year-old, and a frequently absent ecologist husband who has brought them all to
Colsay, a desolate island in the Hebrides, so he can count the puffins. Ferociously sleep-deprived, torn between
mothering and her desire for the pleasures of work and solitude, Anna becomes haunted by the discovery of a baby's
skeleton in the garden of their house. Her narrative is punctuated by letters home, written 200 years before, by May, a
young, middle-class midwife desperately trying to introduce modern medicine to the suspicious, insular islanders. The
lives of these two characters intersect unexpectedly in this deeply moving but also at times blackly funny story about
maternal ambivalence, the way we try to control children, and about women's vexed and passionate relationship with
work. Moss's second novel displays an exciting expansion of her range - showing her to be both an excellent comic
writer and a novelist of great emotional depth.
Coming Up for Air Sarah Leipciger 2020-03-03 A lyrical, powerful, and richly textured novel about three lives that
intertwine across oceans and time. On the banks of the River Seine in 1899, a young woman takes her final breath before
plunging into the icy water. Although she does not know it, her decision will set in motion an astonishing chain of
events. It will lead to 1950s Norway, where a grieving toy-maker is on the cusp of a transformative invention, all the
way to present-day Ottawa Valley in Canada, where a journalist, battling a terrible disease, risks everything for one
last chance to live. Taking inspiration from a remarkable true story, Coming Up for Air is a bold, richly imagined
novel about the transcendent power of storytelling and the immeasurable impact of every human life. The legacy of the
woman at its heart touches the lives of us all today, and this book reveals just how.
No Great Mischief, Alistair MacLeod Helen Kent 2001
To Every Thing There is a Season 1998 Presents the selection from Ecclesiastes which relates that everything in life
has its own time and season; depicts each verse with a different style of art from around the world.
Alistair MacLeod Irene Guilford 2001 Including personal interviews, background information, and criticism, this
collection of essays examines renowned Canadian author Alistair MacLeod's life and the writing of his novel No Great
Mischief. Various literary critics explore themes present in his work such as memory versus myth and the blending of
history. One of the chief contemporary fiction writers, MacLeod has won such honors as the Dartmouth Book Award for
Fiction, the Raddall Award for Fiction, and the Trillium Award for Fiction.
The Acadians of Nova Scotia Sally Ross 1992 The first work devoted exclusively to Acadians in Nova Scotia, this book
presents a thorough study of Acadian history from the earliest days of French settlement to present-day Acadian
communities. Authors Sally Ross and Alphonse Deveau draw on original seventeenth-century texts, as well as up-to-date
sources. They examine the history of the Expulsion--the Grand Dérangement--that began in 1755, and trace the return of
the Acadians and their resettlement in seven areas of the province. The authors highlight the distinct features that
have developed within these different regions of Nova Scotia and discuss the choices and challenges faced by Acadians
today: the linguistic assimilation and preservation of a distinct culture against pressures from the mainstream
culture. Acadians of Nova Scotia won the 1993 Dartmouth Book Award for non-fiction and the 1993 Evelyn Richardson
Memorial Literary Prize for non-fiction.
No Great Mischief [by] Alistair MacLeod Scott Hurley 2001
A Generation of Leaves Nicole D'Entremont 2014-01-01
The Tenderness of Wolves Stef Penney 2008-03-04 When her teenage son disappears in the aftermath of a brutal murder, a
determined mother sets out from her snow-covered nineteenth-century settlement to find him, an effort that is hampered
by vigilante groups and the harrowing forces of nature. A first novel. Winner of the 2006 Costa Book of the Year.
Reprint. 100,000 first printing.
A Manuscript of Ashes Antonio Muñoz Molina 2008-08-04 In this “beautifully wrought” novel set in Franco-era Spain, a
university student stumbles into a decades-old mystery (New York magazine). It’s the late sixties, the last dark years
of Franco’s dictatorship. Minaya, a university student in Madrid, is caught up in the student protests and the police
are after him. He moves to his uncle Manuel’s country estate in the small town of Mágina to write his thesis on an old
friend of his uncle, an obscure republican poet named Jacinto Solana. The country house is full of traces of the
poet—notes, photographs, journals—and Minaya soon discovers that, thirty years earlier, during the Spanish Civil War,
both his uncle and Solana were in love with the same woman, the beautiful, unsettling Mariana. Engaged to Manuel, she
was shot in the attic of the house on her wedding night. With the aid of Inés, a maid, Minaya begins to search for
Solana’s lost masterpiece, a novel called Beatus Ille. Looking for a book, he unravels a crime. One of Spain’s most
celebrated literary figures, the author of Sepharad and In the Night of Time weaves a “rapturously gothic” tale that is
both a novel of ideas and an intricately plotted mystery (The New York Sun). “A brilliant novel by an important writer
unafraid of ideas, emotions and genuine beauty.” —Los Angeles Times “Already a contemporary classic, this work . . . is
an enigmatic gem in the very best metafiction tradition.” —Library Journal
Remembrance Alistair MacLeod 2013-11-05 From the internationally celebrated author of No Great Mischief comes a moving
short story of three generations of men from a single family whose lives are forever altered by the long shadow of war.
In the early morning hours of November 11, David MacDonald, a veteran of the Second World War, stands outside his Cape
Breton home, preparing to attend what will likely be his last Remembrance Day parade. As he waits for the arrival of
his son and grandson, he remembers his decision to go to war in desperation to support his young family. He remembers
the horrors of life at the frontlines in Ortona, Italy, and then what happened in Holland when the Canadians arrived as
liberators. He remembers how the war devastated his own family, but gave him other reasons to live. As the story
unfolds, other generations enter the scene. What emerges is an elegant, life-affirming meditation on the bond between
fathers and sons, "how the present always comes out of the past," and how even in the midst of tragedy and misfortune
there exists the possibility for salvation. His first new short story in over a decade, Remembrance is a powerful
reminder of why Alistair MacLeod is one of the most beloved storytellers of our time.
The Way the Crow Flies Ann-Marie MacDonald 2011-07-27 “The sun came out after the war and our world went Technicolor.
Everyone had the same idea. Let’s get married. Let’s have kids. Let’s be the ones who do it right.” The Way the Crow
Flies, the second novel by bestselling, award-winning author Ann-Marie MacDonald, is set on the Royal Canadian Air
Force station of Centralia during the early sixties. It is a time of optimism--infused with the excitement of the space
race but overshadowed by the menace of the Cold War--filtered through the rich imagination and quick humour of eightyear-old Madeleine McCarthy and the idealism of her father, Jack, a career officer. Ann-Marie MacDonald said in a
discussion with Oprah Winfrey about her first book, “a happy ending is when someone can walk out of the rubble and tell
the story.” Madeleine achieves her childhood dream of becoming a comedian, yet twenty years later she realises she
cannot rest until she has renewed the quest for the truth, and confirmed how and why the child was murdered..
Publishers Weekly, in a starred review, called The Way the Crow Flies “absorbing, psychologically rich…a chronicle of
innocence betrayed”. With compassion and intelligence, and an unerring eye for the absurd as well as the confusions of
childhood, , MacDonald evokes the confusion of being human and the necessity of coming to terms with our imperfections.
Mercy Among the Children David Adams Richards 2011-07-27 Mercy Among the Children received effusive praise from the
critics, was nominated for a Governor General’s Award and won the Giller Prize. It was named one of 2000’s best books,
became a national bestseller in hardcover for months, and would be published in the US and UK. It is seen, however, as
being at odds with literary fashion for concerning itself with good and evil and the human freedom to choose between
them — an approach that puts Richards, as Maclean’s magazine says, firmly in the tradition of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky.
Author Wayne Johnston recounts hearing Richards read in 1983 and being struck by his unqualified love for every one of
his characters, even though “it was not then fashionable to love your characters”. Pottersfield Portfolio editor Tony
Tremblay calls Richards the most misunderstood Canadian writer of the century, and a “great moralist”, comparing him to
Morley Callaghan, Kafka and Melville. As a boy, Sydney Henderson thinks he has killed Connie Devlin when he pushes him
from a roof for stealing his sandwich. He vows to God he will never again harm another if Connie survives. Connie walks
away, laughing, and Sydney embarks upon a life of self-immolating goodness. In spite of having educated himself with
such classics as Tolstoy and Marcus Aurelius, he is not taken seriously enough to enter university because of his
background of dire poverty and abuse, which leads everyone to expect the worst of him. His saintly generosity of spirit
is treated with suspicion and contempt, especially when he manages to win the love of beautiful Elly. Unwilling to harm
another in thought or deed, or to defend himself against false accusations, he is exploited and tormented by others in
this rural community, and finally implicated in the death of a 19-year-old boy. Lyle Henderson knows his father is
innocent, but is angry that the family has been ridiculed for years, and that his mother and sister suffer for it. He
feels betrayed by his father’s passivity in the face of one blow after another, and unable to accept his belief in
long-term salvation. Unlike his father, he cannot believe that evil will be punished in the end. While his father turns
the other cheek, Lyle decides the right way is in fighting, and embarks on a morally empty life of stealing, drinking
and violence. A compassionate, powerful story of humanity confronting inhumanity, it is a culmination of Richards’ last
seven books, beginning with Road to the Stilt House. It takes place in New Brunswick’s Miramichi Valley, like all of
his novels so far, which has led some urban critics to misjudge his work as regional — a criticism leveled at Thomas
Hardy, Joseph Conrad and Emily Bronte in their own day. Like his literary heroes, Richards aims to evoke universal
human struggles through his depiction of the events of a small, rural place, where one person’s actions impact
inevitably on others in a tragic web of interconnectedness. The setting is extremely important in Richards’ work,
“because the characters come from the soil”; but as British Columbia author Jack Hodgins once told Richards, “every
character you talk about is a character I've met here in Campbell River”.
Island: The Complete Stories Alistair MacLeod 2011-11-28 Winner of the PEN/Malamud Award: “The genius of his stories is
to render his fictional world as timeless.”—Colm Tóibín The sixteen exquisitely crafted stories in Island prove
Alistair MacLeod to be a master. Quietly, precisely, he has created a body of work that is among the greatest to appear
in English in the last fifty years. A book-besotted patriarch releases his only son from the obligations of the sea. A
father provokes his young son to violence when he reluctantly sells the family horse. A passionate girl who grows up on
a nearly deserted island turns into an ever-wistful woman when her one true love is felled by a logging accident. A
dying young man listens to his grandmother play the old Gaelic songs on her ancient violin as they both fend off the
inevitable. The events that propel MacLeod's stories convince us of the importance of tradition, the beauty of the
landscape, and the necessity of memory.
Drover's Wife, The Leah Purcell 2021-08-17
The Lost Salt Gift of Blood Alistair MacLeod 2010-12-17 The stories of The Lost Salt Gift of Blood are remarkably
simple – a family is drawn together by shared and separate losses, a child’s reality conflicts with his parents’
memories, a young man struggles to come to terms with the loss of his father. Yet each piece of writing in this
critically acclaimed collection is infused with a powerful life of its own, a precision of language and a scrupulous
fidelity to the reality of time and place, of sea and Maritime farm. Focusing on the complexities and abiding mysteries
at the heart of human relationships, the seven stories of The Lost Salt Gift of Blood map the close bonds and
impassable chasms that lie between man and woman, parent and child.
Lives of the Novelists John Sutherland 2012-03-27 No previous author has attempted a book such as this: a complete
history of novels written in the English language, from the genre's seventeenth-century origins to the present day. In
the spirit of Dr. Johnson’s Lives of the Poets, acclaimed critic and scholar John Sutherland selects 294 writers whose
works illustrate the best of every kind of fiction—from gothic, penny dreadful, and pornography to fantasy, romance,
and high literature. Each author was chosen, Professor Sutherland explains, because his or her books are well worth
reading and are likely to remain so for at least another century. Sutherland presents these authors in chronological
order, in each case deftly combining a lively and informative biographical sketch with an opinionated assessment of the
writer's work. Taken together, these novelists provide both a history of the novel and a guide to its rich variety.
Always entertaining, and sometimes shocking, Sutherland considers writers as diverse as Daniel Defoe, Henry James,
James Joyce, Edgar Allan Poe, Virginia Woolf, Michael Crichton, Jeffrey Archer, and Jacqueline Susann. Written for all
lovers of fiction, Lives of the Novelists succeeds both as introduction and re-introduction, as Sutherland presents
favorite and familiar novelists in new ways and transforms the less favored and less familiar through his relentlessly
fascinating readings.
Inexpressible Island David Young 1998 Stranded at the end of the world, at the end of the Heroic Age, three officers
and three sailors-the scientific party of Captain Scott's ill-fated expedition to the South Pole-burrow into a snow
drift and, for seven months, sit out the coldest, most savage winter on record. Based upon the true story of one of the
greatest feats of human endurance of this century.
Babel Tower A. S. Byatt 2012-04-18 The Booker Prize-winning author of Possession presents a stunning, contemporary
story set against the clashing politics, passionate ideals, and shifting sexual roles of the early 1960s. In Byatt's
vision, the presiding genius of the day seems to be a blend of the Marquis de Sade and The Hobbit. Peopled with weird
and colorful characters, charted with brilliant, imaginative sympathy, Babel Tower is as comic as it is threatening and

The Long Run Leo Furey 2007-10-09 In the face of loneliness and brutality, a group of boys in the Mount Kildare
Orphanage, located in the small city of St. John's, Newfoundland, bands together to look out for one another and
secretly train for the city's marathon.
Stories about Storytellers Douglas Gibson 2012-11 'Here is my prize read for people who are interested in books,
writers, Canada, life, and all that kind of thing.'' - Alice Munro, from the introduction ''I'll kill him!'' said Mavis
Gallant. Pierre Trudeau almost did, leading him (''Run!'') into a whizzing stream of traffic that almost crushed both
of them. Alistair MacLeod accused him of a ''home invasion'' to grab the manuscript of "No Great Mischief." And Paul
Martin denounced him to a laughing Ottawa crowd, saying, ''If Shakespeare had had Doug Gibson as an editor, there would
be no Shakespeare!'' On the other hand, Alice Munro credits him with keeping her writing short stories when the world
demanded novels. Robertson Davies, with a nod to Dickens, gratefully called him ''My Partner Frequent.'' W.O. Mitchell
summoned up a loving joke about him, on his deathbed. "Stories About Storytellers" shares these tales and many more, as
readers follow Doug Gibson through 40 years of editing and publishing some of Canada's sharpest minds and greatest
storytellers. Gibson is a terrific storyteller himself, and through his recollections we get an inside view of Canadian
politics and publishing that rarely gets told. From Jack Hodgins' Vancouver Island to Harold Horwood's Labrador, from
Alice Munro's Ontario to James Houston's Arctic, Doug Gibson takes us on an unforgettable literary tour of Canada,
going behind the scenes and between the covers, and opening up his own story vault for all to read and enjoy.
Atlantic Canada's 100 Greatest Books Trevor J. Adams 2009-01-01 In Atlantic Canada's 100 Greatest Books, Trevor J.
Adams and Stephen Patrick Clare review the top one hundred Atlantic Canadian books- both fiction and nonfiction- ever
published, as chosen by a panel of local readers and literary luminaries. In their own knowledgeable reviews, Adams and
Clare offer insights into these titles' continuing influence and celebrate their contributions to the Atlantic Canadian
literary landscape. Illustrated in full colour with book covers and photos of the authors, and accompanied by personal
selections from celebrities in the literary community and beyond, Atlantic Canada's 100 Greatest Books is a requisite
companion for fans of Canadian literature.
The Englishman's Boy Guy Vanderhaeghe 2010-12-17 The Englishman’s Boy brilliantly links together Hollywood in the 1920s
with one of the bloodiest, most brutal events of the nineteenth-century Canadian West – the Cypress Hills Massacre.
Vanderhaeghe’s rendering of the stark, dramatic beauty of the western landscape and of Hollywood in its most
extravagant era – with its visionaries, celebrities, and dreamers – provides vivid background for scenes of action,
adventure, and intrigue. Richly textured, evocative of time and place, this is an unforgettable novel about power,
greed, and the pull of dreams that has at its centre the haunting story of a young drifter – “the Englishman’s boy” –
whose fate, ultimately, is a tragic one.
Buddha Da Anne Donovan 2009-09-25 Anne Marie’s Da, a Glaswegian painter and decorator, has always been game for a
laugh. So when he first tells his family that he’s taking up meditation at the Buddhist Centre in town, no one takes
him seriously. But as Jimmy becomes more involved in his search for the spiritual his beliefs start to come into
conflict with the needs of his wife, Liz, and cracks begin to form in their previously happy family. With grace, humour
and humility Anne Donovan’s beloved debut tells the story of one man’s search for a higher power. But in his search for
meaning, Jimmy might be about to lose the thing that matters most.
No Great Mischief Alistair MacLeod 2014-10-23 In 1779, driven out of his home, Calum MacDonald sets sail from the
Scottish Highlands with his extensive family. After a long, terrible journey he settles his family in 'the land of
trees', and eventually they become a separate Nova Scotian clan: red-haired and black-eyed, with its own identity, its
own history. It is the 1980s by the time our narrator, Alexander MacDonald, tells the story of his family, a thrilling
and passionate story that intersects with history: with Culloden, where the clans died, and with the 1759 battle at
Quebec that was won when General Wolfe sent in the fierce Highlanders because it was 'no great mischief if they fall'.
Not Yet Drown'd: A Novel Peg Kingman 2010-03-01 "Mysterious, intriguing, and just downright absorbing ... smart and
full of atmosphere."—Boston Globe Catherine MacDonald is astonished to receive from her twin brother—who had apparently
drowned a year earlier in the monsoon floods of 1821—a kashmiri shawl, a caddy of unusual tea, and a sheaf of
traditional bagpipe music in his handwriting. When had he sent it? And why had he retitled a certain tune "Not Yet
Drown'd"? Irresistibly, she is drawn to India to search for answers. With her stepdaughter and their two maids—one an
enigmatic Hindu, the other a runaway American slave—she follows an obscure trail of tea, opium, and bagpipe music,
discovering unsuspected truths about the man she is seeking. Reading group guide included.
No Great Mischief by Alistair MacLeod Gillian Bouras 2002
No Great Mischief David Young 2006 The long history of the Clan MacDonald begins in 1779 as Calum Ruadh leaves Scotland
to begin a new life on Cape Breton Island. Haunted by the stories and songs of the ancestry, two brothers seek to
reconcile their past with their present. From the writer of Glenn and Inexpressible Island (Scirocco Drama) comes this
adaptation from the award-winning novel by Alistair MacLeod.
The Bad Driver's Handbook Zack Arnstein 2007-01-01 Discover the liberating truths about driving! Novice and experienced
drivers alike will enjoy the comical commentary and tongue-in-cheek observations on such bad driving habits as:
Intimidating Pedestrians; Turn Signals: Why Give Up the Element of Surprise?; and Tailgating: How Close Is Not Close
Enough? From The Bad Driver's Handbook by Zack Arnstein and Larry Arnstein, first published in book format by Santa
Monica Press L.L.C.
To Every Thing There Is a Season Alistair MacLeod 2012-10-09 The story is simple, seen through the eyes of an 11-yearold boy. As an adult he remembers the way things were back home on the farm on the west coast of Cape Breton. The time
was the 1940s, but the hens and the cows and the pigs and the sheep and the horse made it seem ancient. The family of
six children excitedly waits for Christmas and two-year-old Kenneth, who liked Halloween a lot, asks, “Who are you
going to dress up as at Christmas? I think I’ll be a snowman.” They wait especially for their oldest brother, Neil,
working on “the Lake boats” in Ontario, who sends intriguing packages of “clothes” back for Christmas. On Christmas Eve
he arrives, to the delight of his young siblings, and shoes the horse before taking them by sleigh through the woods to
the nearby church. The adults, including the narrator for the first time, sit up late to play the gift-wrapping role of
Santa Claus. The story is simple, short and sweet, but with a foretaste of sorrow. Not a word is out of place. Matching
and enhancingthe text are black and white illustrations by Peter Rankin, making this book a perfect little gift. For
readers from nine to ninety-nine, our classic Christmas story by one of our greatest writers.
George & Rue George Elliott Clarke 2013-01-31 The facts are clear. It was, by all accounts, a "slug-ugly" crime: in
1949, George and Rufus Hamilton, two African Canadians, bludgeoned a taxi driver to death with a hammer in the dirtpoor settlement of Barker's Point, New Brunswick. Less than eight months later, the brothers were hanged for their
crime. George and Rue's brutal act lives on in New Brunswick over half a century later, where the murder site is still
known as "Hammertown". George Elliott Clark draws from this disturbing chapter in Canadian history in his first novel,
brilliantly reimagining the lives - and deaths - of the two brothers. Fiercely human and startlingly poignant, George &
Rue shifts seamlessly through the killers' pasts, examining just what kind of forces would reduce these men to lives of
crime, violence, and ultimately, murder.
No Great Mischief Alistair MacLeod 2012-01-11 Alexander MacDonald guides us through his family’s mythic past as he
recollects the heroic stories of his people: loggers, miners, drinkers, adventurers; men forever in exile, forever
linked to their clan. There is the legendary patriarch who left the Scottish Highlands in 1779 and resettled in “the
land of trees,” where his descendents became a separate Nova Scotia clan. There is the team of brothers and cousins,
expert miners in demand around the world for their dangerous skills. And there is Alexander and his twin sister, who
have left Cape Breton and prospered, yet are haunted by the past. Elegiac, hypnotic, by turns joyful and sad, No Great
Mischief is a spellbinding story of family, loyalty, exile, and of the blood ties that bind us, generations later, to
the land from which our ancestors came.
No Great Mischief Alistair MacLeod 2001 In 1779, Calum MacDonald left the Scottish Highlands with his extensive clan
and settled in Nova Scotia - Here a new clan evolves with its own identity and its own history.
Why I Hate Canadians Will Ferguson 2007-04-15 First published in 1997, this hilarious book launched satirist Will
Ferguson's career. Challenging the notion that Canadians are "nice," the book asks, "Do we as Canadians deserve a
country so great?" Tackling subjects from Canada's favorite inbred royals to the mighty beaver as national icon, from
sex in a canoe to all-Canadian "superhero" Captain Canuck, Ferguson rampages across the cultural landscape. The book
also provides a fast-paced, opinionated overview of telling moments in Canadian history, including its run-amok
Mounties and "fun-loving days" of the country's (unacknowledged) slave trade.
The Great Famine Ciarán Ó Murchadha 2011-06-02 Over one million people died in the Great Famine, and more than one
million more emigrated on the coffin ships to America and beyond. Drawing on contemporary eyewitness accounts and
diaries, the book charts the arrival of the potato blight in 1845 and the total destruction of the harvests in 1846
which brought a sense of numbing shock to the populace. Far from meeting the relief needs of the poor, the Liberal
public works programme was a first example of how relief policies would themselves lead to mortality. Workhouses were
swamped with thousands who had subsisted on public works and soup kitchens earlier, and who now gathered in ragged
crowds. Unable to cope, workhouse staff were forced to witness hundreds die where they lay, outside the walls. The next
phase of degradation was the clearances, or exterminations in popular parlance which took place on a colossal scale.
From late 1847 an exodus had begun. The Famine slowly came to an end from late 1849 but the longer term consequences
were to reverberate through future decades.
The Long Way Home John Demont 2017-10-03 The province's premier journalist tells the story he was born to write. No
journalist has travelled the back roads, hidden vales and fog-soaked coves of Nova Scotia as widely as John DeMont. No
writer has spent as much time considering its peculiar warp and weft of humanity, geography and history. The Long Way
Home is the summation of DeMont's years of travel, research and thought. It tells the story of what is, from the
European view of things, the oldest part of Canada. Before Confederation it was also the richest, but now Nova Scotia
is among the poorest. Its defining myths and stories are mostly about loss and sheer determination. Equal parts
narrative, memoir and meditation, The Long Way Home chronicles with enthralling clarity a complex and multi-dimensional
story: the overwhelming of the first peoples and the arrival of a mélange of pioneers who carved out pockets of the
wilderness; the random acts and unexplained mysteries; the shameful achievements and noble failures; the rapture and
misery; the twists of destiny and the cold-heartedness of fate. This is the biography of a place that has been hardened
by history. A place full of reminders of how great a province it has been and how great—with the right circumstances
and a little luck—it could be again.
The Bishop's Man Linden MacIntyre 2009-07-28 Something about the boat, perhaps its name, and the posture of that boy
caused me to defer my anxieties for the moment. It was so rare to see someone that age stationary, somber. I was more
accustomed to a rowdy adolescent enthusiasm. This young man, I realized, was exceptional only because of time and
place. Maybe any one of them in those circumstances would have been the same. Quiet. But he caught my attention
nevertheless and linked the moment to tender places in the memory. Doomed boys and men: in retrospect they all have
that stillness. --from The Bishop’s Man by Linden MacIntyre The year is 1993 and Father Duncan MacAskill stands at a
small Cape Breton fishing harbour a few miles from where he grew up. Enjoying the timeless sight of a father and son
piloting a boat, Duncan takes a moment’s rest from his worries. But he does not yet know that his already strained
faith is about to be tested by his interactions with a troubled boy, 18-year-old Danny MacKay. Known to fellow priests
as the “Exorcist” because of his special role as clean-up man for the Bishop of Antigonish, Duncan has a talent for
coolly reassigning deviant priests while ensuring minimal fuss from victims and their families. It has been a lonely
vocation, but Duncan is generally satisfied that his work is a necessary defense of the church. All this changes when
lawyers and a policeman snoop too close for the bishop’s comfort. Duncan is assigned a parish in the remote Cape Breton
community of Creignish and told to wait it out. This is not the first time Duncan has been sent away for knowing too
much: decades ago, the displeased bishop sent a more idealistic Duncan to Honduras for voicing suspicions about a
revered priest. It was there that Duncan first tasted forbidden love, with the beautiful Jacinta. It was also there
that he met the courageous Father Alfonso, who taught him more about spiritual devotion than he had ever known back
home. But when an act of violence in Honduras shook Duncan to his core, he returned home a changed man, willing to
quietly execute the bishop’s commands. Now, decades later in Cape Breton, Duncan claims to his concerned sister Effie
that isolation is his preference. But when several women seek to befriend him, along with some long-estranged friends,
Duncan is alternately tempted and unnerved by their attentions. Drink becomes his only solace. Attempting to distract
himself with parish work, Duncan takes an interest in troubled young Danny, whose good-hearted father sells Duncan a
boat he names The Jacinta. To Duncan’s alarm, he discovers that the boy once spent time with an errant priest who had
been dispatched by Duncan himself to Port Hood. Duncan begins to ask questions, dreading the answers. When tragedy
strikes, he knows that he must act. But will his actions be those of a good priest, or an all too flawed man? Winner of
the 2009 Scotiabank Giller Prize, Linden MacIntyre’s searing The Bishop’s Man is an unforgettable and complex character
study of a deeply conflicted man at the precipice of his life. Can we ever be certain of an individual’s guilt or
innocence? Is violence ever justified? Can any act of contrition redeem our own complicity?
As Birds Bring Forth the Sun and Other Stories Alistair MacLeod 2010-12-10 The superbly crafted stories collected in
Alistair MacLeod’s As Birds Bring Forth the Sun and Other Stories depict men and women acting out their “own peculiar
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bizarre.
Light Lifting Alexander MacLeod 2011-04-05 AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NOTABLE BOOK OF 2012 IRISH TIMES BOOK-TO-READ
FOR 2012 ATLANTIC BOOK AWARD WINNER FINALIST FOR THE GILLER PRIZE AND THE FRANK O'CONNOR AWARD A GLOBE & MAIL, QUILL &
QUIRE, AND AMAZON.CA BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR "Engrossing, thrilling and ultimately satisfying: each story has the weight
of a novel." —The Economist This was the day after Mike Tyson bit off Evander Holyfield’s ear. You remember that. It
was a moment in history – not like Kennedy or the planes flying into the World Trade Center – not up at that level.
This was something much lower, more like Ben Johnson, back when his eyes were that thick, yellow color and he tested
positive in Seoul after breaking the world-record in the hundred. You might not know exactly where you were standing or
exactly what you were doing when you first heard about Tyson or about Ben, but when the news came down, I bet it stuck
with you. When Tyson bit off Holyfield’s ear, that cut right through the everyday clutter. —from "Miracle Mile" Two
runners race a cargo train through the darkness of a rat-infested tunnel beneath the Detroit River. A drugstore bicycle
courier crosses a forbidden threshold in an attempt to save a life and a young swimmer conquers her fear of water only
to discover she's caught in far more dangerous currents. An auto-worker who loses his family in a car accident is

no-great-mischief-alistair-macleod

forced to reconsider his relationship with the internal combustion engine. Alexander MacLeod is a writer of "ferocious
intelligence" and "ferocious physicality" (CTV). Light Lifting, his celebrated first collection, offers us a suite of
darkly urban and unflinching elegies that explore the depths of the psyche and channel the subconscious hopes and
terrors that motivate us all. These are elemental stories of work and its bonds, of tragedy and tragedy barely averted,
but also of beauty, love and fragile understanding.
My Best Friend Is Extinct Rebecca Wood Barrett 2021-03-16 Ten-year-old Henry Springs is thrilled when the wintery
resort town he and his mom recently moved to experiences a record-breaking snowfall. There are even rumors that the
extreme weather could mark the beginning of a new ice age. One day, while exploring one of the many tunnels running
through the town’s snowbanks, Henry discovers a strange, prehistoric-like creature that is seriously injured. Henry
immediately names him Yarp and hauls the wounded animal back to his house on a makeshift sled. There he builds a secret
cave for Yarp and slowly nurses him back to health. But, as Henry soon discovers, Yarp is not the only unusual beast
lurking in the neighborhood. Where did these creatures come from and how can Henry keep his new friend safe?
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